[Molecular dynamics of annexin I in normal and infected cells].
Annexins are a family of proteins present within the tissues of all multicellular organisms, mammalian erythrocytes excepted. The property shared by all annexins is the calcium and membrane binding. Annexins are constituted of two domains. The N-terminal domain gives the molecule its specificity and the C-terminal domain, highly conserved, containing 4 repetitions of 70 amino-acids, gives the common properties. Although numerous important works were performed, the exact function of annexins is not unraveled. They participate to many cellular processes as for instance exocytosis, endocytosis or phagosome maturation. Many hypotheses, supported by experimental results, have been proposed. In this review, we propose a summary of the principal characteristics of annexins and we discuss the main hypotheses proposed for their functions.